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TNTHE CLAIMS : 

Please enter the following amended claims 1, 4, 13, 19, 22, 23, 25, 28, 42, 44-47, 50, 
53, 54, 67, 70, 71, 74, 75, 90, 101-103, 107, 109-1 11, 116, 120, 121 and 125: 


A 


1 . (Amended) A frame for an ATy comprising: 
a first frame member; 
a second frame member; 
at least a first cross member and a sefcond cross member extending between said first 

and second frame members to thereby def^e a closed perimeter with an engine receiving 
space therein; 

first and second outboard wheel/ suspension mounting points associated with at least 
one of the first frame member, the secpnd frame member, the first cross member, and the 
second cross member; and 

wherein at least one of thBL^fetframe member and the second fi-ame member is 
positioned substantially along a loWg^ centerline of the frame and extends from the first 
outboard wheel suspension mou^^g point to the second outboard wheel suspension 
mounting point. 

2. (Original) / A frame according to claim 1, wherein at least one of the first 
and second frame members consists essentially of a single beam. 

3. (Original/ A frame according to claim 2, wherein said single beam 
comprises a closed tubmar structure. 

4. (Amended) A frame according to claim 1, wherein at least one of the first 
and second outboara wheel suspension mounting points is on a surface of one of the first and 
second frame mernpers. 

5. (Original) A frame according to claim 1, wherein a ratio of a sectional 
width to a sectimial height of at least one of the first member, the second member, the first 
cross member. And the second cross member is greater than one. 
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6. (Original) A frame according to claim 5, wherein at least one of said first 
and second members and said first and second cross members has a^ectangular cross section. 

7. (Original) A frame according to claim 5, w^rein at least one of said first 
and second members and said first and second cross members^^has an oval cross section, said 
sectional width being a major axis of said oval cross sectio^ and said sectional height being a 
minor axis of said oval cross section. 

8. (Original) A frame according to cl^m 5, wherein each of said first and 
second members and said first and second cross meri/bers has an elliptical cross section said 
sectional width being a major axis of said ellipticaycross section and said sectional height 
being a minor axis of said elliptical cross sectiony 

9. (Original) A frame according to claim 1, wherein said first member is 
vertically aligned with said second frame mefnber. 

10. (Original) A frame ac/ording to claim 1, wherein each of said first and 
second members and said first and sec^^TO cross members has a uniform cross section 
throughout a length thereof 


11. (Original) A fra: 
second members and said first an 
shape. 


e accoraing to claim 1, wherein each of said first and 
effiond/cross members has an identical cross sectional 


12. (Original) Jf^ frame according to claim 1, wherein each of said first £md 
second members and said firs/ and second cross members has an identical cross sectional 
size. 

13. (Amended)/ A frame according to claim 1, wherein a forward portion of said 
second member is [bent] upwardly angled from horizontal. 

14. (OriginaJ) A frame according to claim 13, wherein said forward portion is 
bent at an angle betwofen 0° and 17° from horizontal. 
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15. (Original) A frame according to claim /4, wherein said forward portion is 
bent at an angle of about 8° from horizontal. 

16. (Original) A frame according to alaim 1, further comprising a plurality of 
laterally extending connecting members extending/generally outwardly from and fixedly 
mounted to one of said first and second frame members. 

\ y 

17. (Original) A frame according to claim 1, wherein one of said first and 
second frame members is bent toward the omer of said first and second frame members 
proximate one end thereof to thereby proyide one of said first and second cross members. 

18. (Withdrawn) A framef according to claim 1, wherein a rearward portion of 
said second frame member is benf^nerally upwardly and abuts and connects to a portion of 
said first member, thereby fornfm^ ai least one of said first and second cross members. 


19. (Amended) 
suspension mounting structi 
suspension mounting points^ 


frame according to claim 1 fiirther comprising a rear 
igidlyrnounted to one of said first and second outboard wheel 


20. (Withdrawn) A frame according to claim 1 , wherein said first frame member 
includes a plurality of body mounting structures connected thereto, each of said plurality of 
body mounting structures forming body mounting portions thereon. 

2 1 . (Original) A frame according to claim 1 , wherein each of the first and the 
second frame members consists essentially of a single beam. 


22. A Amended) A frame according to claim 1, wherein each of the first and 
second fram§/^members and the forward and rearward cross members consists essentially of a 
single bea 
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23. (Amended) An ATV comprisj^ig: 
an engine; 

at least three wheel assemblies, at lea^t one of the at least three wheel assemblies 
being powered by said engine; 

a steering system operatively coup](fed to at least one of said at least three wheel 
assemblies; 

a suspension system operatively ^oupled to each of said wheel assemblies; and 

a frame, said frame including: 

an upper frame member; 

a lower frame member; 

at least a forward cross mern/ber and a rearward cross member extending between said 
upper and lower frame members tor thereby define a closed perimeter with an engine receiving 
space therein, 

first and second outboaTd^heel suspension mounting points associated with at least 
one of the upper frame member/ tl^e lower frame member, the forward cross member, and the 
rearward cross member; an* 

wherein at least oneli)^ the unf)er frame member and the lower frame member is 
positioned substantially aloM, a Lemgitudinal centerline of the frame and extends from the first 
outboard wheel suspensiorb-^ppunting point to the second outboard wheel suspension 
mounting point. 

24. (Original) / An ATV according to claim 23, wherein at least one of the 
upper and lower frame rnlembers consists essentially of a single beam, 

25. (Amended) [A frame] An ATV according to claim 24, wherein said single 
beam comprises a closela tubular structure. 

26. (Original) An ATV according to claim 23, wherein each of the upper and 
lower frame members /consists essentially of a single beam. 


27. (Original) An ATV according to claim 26, wherein each of the forward 
and rearward cross m^^mbers consists essentially of a single beam. 
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28. (Amended) [A frame] An ATV according to claim 23, wherein at least one 
of the first and second outboard wheel suspension mounting pojnts is on a surface of one of 
the upper and lower frame members. 

29. (Original) An ATV according to claim 23, wherein a ratio of a sectional 
width to a sectional height of each of the upper frame member, the lower frame member, the 
forward cross member, and the rearward cross member is greater than one. 

30. (Original) An ATV according to /laim 29, wherein each of said upper and 
lower frame members and said forward and rearward cross members has an oval cross 
section, said sectional width being a major axis of said oval cross section and said sectional 
height being a minor axis of said oval cross section. 

31. (Original) An ATV accoraing to claim 29, wherein each of said upper and 
lower frame members and said forward ana rearward cross members has an elliptical cross 
section, said sectional width being a \^^<jr aps of said elliptical cross section and said 
sectional height being a minor axis oMafidi^lliptical cross section. 


32. (Original) An K] 
member is vertically aligned with s^ 


according to claim 29, wherein said upper frame 
llowerymember. 


33. (Original) A^ AT^jaccording to claim 29, wherein each of said upper and 
lower frame members and said^orward and rearward cross members has a uniform cross 
section throughout a length thereof 

34. (Original) / An ATV according to claim 29, wherein each of said upper and 
lower frame members ang said forward and rearward cross members has an identical cross 
sectional shape. 


35. (OriginAl) An ATV according to claim 29, wherein each of said upper and 
lower frame member/ and said forward and rearward cross members has an identical cross 
sectional size. 
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36. (Original) An ATV according to claim 29, whejgein a forward portion of 
said lower frame member is bent upwardly from horizontal. 

37. (Original) An ATV according to claim 36, /^herein said forward portion is 
bent at an angle between 0° and 17'^ from horizontal. 

38. (Original) An ATV according to clain/37, wherein said forward portion is 
bent at an angle of about 8^ from horizontal. 

39. (Original) An ATV according to cdaim 29, further comprising a plurality 
of laterally extending connecting members extending generally outwardly from and fixedly 
mounted to said upper member. 

40. (Original) An ATV according to claim 39, wherein one of said upper and 
lower frame members is bent toward the other of said upper and lower frame members 


proximate one end thereof to thereby prov[( 
members. 

41. (Withdrawn) An ATV Ac 
said lower frame member is bent genarall 


'one! of said forward and rearward cross 


ording/t& claim 29, wherein a rearward portion of 
ardly and abuts and connects to a rearward 


portion of said upper frame memberVtherefcy forming said rearward cross member. 

42. (Amended) An ATV according to claim 29, further comprising a rear 
suspension mounting structure rigidly mounted to at least one of said first and second 
outboard wheel suspension mounting points. 

43. (Withdrawn) /An ATV according to claim 29, wherein said upper frame 
member includes a pluralityrof body mounting structures connected thereto, each of said 
plurality of body mounting/structures forming body mounting portions thereon. 

44. (Amendea) An ATV according to claim 29, wherein said suspension 
system includes a forward suspension subsystem and a rearward suspension subsystem 
mounted to said first amd second outboard wheel suspension mounting points, respectively. 
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45. (Amended) An ATV according to claim 44, wherein at least one of said 
forward and rearward suspension subsystems is [a] fully-indej^ndent [type suspension 
subsystem]. 

46. (Amended) An ATV according to clain/ 44, wherein [as] at least one of said 
forward and rearward suspension subsystems is [a] sem^independent [type suspension 
subsystem]. 

47. (Amended) An ATV according iJ claim 44, wherein at least one of said 
forward and rearward suspension subsystems is [^ non-independent [type suspension 
subsystem]. 

48. (Original) An ATV acconfiing to claim 44, wherein at least one of said 
forward and rearward suspension subsyst^pi^tg is connectable with said lower frame member. 


49. (Original) An AT^ 
said forward and rearward suspension 
lower member. 


Cding to claim 48, wherein said at least one of 
ibsyst^ms is connected to an exterior surface of said 


50. (Amended) A fmme mt an ATV, said frame comprising: 
a support module with a central opening[;]^ said support module including first and 

second longitudinal frame mern/bers interconnected by forward and rearward cross members; 

and 

first and second outbyfeard wheel suspension mounting points associated with at least 
one of the first and second longitudinal frame members: 

wherein each of tlj/e first and second frame members consists essentially of a single 

beam. 


51. (Origii/tal) A frame according to claim 50, wherein each of the forward 
and rearward cross members consists essentially of a single beam. 
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52. (Original) A frame according to claim 50, wherein said single beam 
comprises a closed tubular structure. 

53. (Amended) A frame according to claim 5p, [further comprising first and 
second suspension mounting points,] wherein at least one of the first and second fi"ame 
members extends from the first outboard wheel suspension mounting point to the second 
outboard wheel suspension mounting point. 

54. (Amended) A frame according to ^laim 53, wherein at least one of the first 
and second outboard wheel suspension mounting joints is on a surface of one of the first and 
second frame members. 

55. (Original) A frame according to claim 50, wherein each of said first and 
second frame members and first and secondycross members has a sectional profile with a first 
sectional dimension thereof greater than a sfecond sectional dimension thereof, said second 
sectional dimension being normal to said/first sectional dimension. 


56. (Original) A fr; 
second fi-ame members is bent to^ 
proximate one end thereof to there 


according to claim 50, wherein one of said first and 
the other of said first and second fi-ame members 
provide one of said first and second cross members. 


57. (Original) A fre^\ according to claim 50, wherein said first fi-ame 
member is disposed above and /n aliped relation to said second frame member. 

58. (Original) /A frame according to claim 50, wherein a forward portion of 
said second fi*ame member forward of said support module is bent upwardly from horizontal. 

59. (Original)/ A frame according to claim 58, wherein said forward portion is 
bent at an angle betweerf 0"* and 17° from horizontal. 


60. (Origi;ial) A frame according to 59, wherein said forward portion is bent 
at an angle of about /8° from horizontal. 
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61 . (Original) A frame according to claim 50, further comprising a plurality of 
laterally extending connecting members extending generally outwardly from and fixedly 
mounted to said first frame member. / 

62. (Original) A frame according to claim 50, further comprising a pair of 
opposing horizontally transversely extending rider support structures mounted and extending 
outwardly from respective sides of said second frame mernoer, said rider support structures 
being constructed and arranged to provide upwardly facing rider support surfaces thereon. 

63. (Original) A frame according to claim 50, wherein said first frame 
member is shaped to form a generally downwardly oxtending trough portion at a central 
region thereof, said trough portion being configuroa and positioned to be closer to said second 
frame member than regions of said first frame m/mber immediately forward and rearward of 
said trough portion. 

64. (Original) A frame acci 
said first frame member is bent generally c 
frame member to form said first cross mm 

65 . (Original) A framer aco 
structure rearward of said support module 
members and being connected at respective 

66. (Withdrawn) A /rame according to claim 50, wherein a rearward portion of 
said second frame member is bint generally upwardly and abuts and connects to a rearward 
portion of said first frame member, thereby forming said second cross member. 

67. (Amended) / A frame according to claim [50] 53, further comprising a swing 
arm mounting structure rigidly mounted to one of said first and second outboard wheel 
suspension mounting pomts to be within said central opening adjacent said second cross 
member and said secona frame member. 



to claim 50, wherein a forward portion of 
ily and abuts and connects to said second 


to claim 50, further comprising a support 
ctending between said first and second frame 
fends thereto. 
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68. (Original) A frame according to claim 67, \y(ierein said swing arm 
mounting structure provides an engine mounting portion. 

69. (Withdrawn) A frame according to claim ^0, wherein said first frame 
member includes a plurality of body mounting structures/connected thereto, each of said 
plurality of body mounting structures defining body mounting portions thereon. 

70. (Amended) A frame according to ^aim [50] 55, wherein said first sectional 
dimension is a major axis of an ellipsoidal sectiona/i profile and said second sectional 
dimension is a minor axis of said ellipsoidal sectional profile. 

71. (Amended) An ATV compr/sing: 
an engine; 

at least three wheel assemblies, at 1/ast one of the at least three wheel assemblies 
being powered by the engine; 

a steering system operatively coupled to at least one of said at least three wheel 
assemblies; 

a suspension system operaii/s^ty^eeupled to each of said wheel assemblies; and 


[tral/dpening for receiving the engine[;]i said support 
ngitudinal frame members intercormected by forward 


a frame, said frame includii 

a support module with a > 
module including upper and loWejd* 
and rearward cross members; mid 

first and second outboard wheel suspension mounting points provided to at least one 
of the upper and lower longitudinal fi:'ame members; 

wherein each of th^ upper and lower frame members consists essentially of a single 

beam. 

72. (Original) An ATV according to claim 71, wherein each of the forward 
and rearward cross members consists essentially of a single beam. 

73. (Original) An ATV according to claim 71, wherein said single beam 
comprises a closed tubular structure. 
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74. (Amended) An ATV according to claim 71, [fucmer comprising first and 
second suspension mounting points,] wherein at least one of theApper and lower frame 
members extends from the first outboard wheel suspension mounting point to the second 
outboard wheel suspension mounting point. 

75. (Amended) An ATV according to claim tlA, wherein at least one of the first 
and second outboard wheel suspension mounting points ^ on a surface of one of the first and 
second frame members. 

76. (Original) An ATV according to (flaim 71, wherein at least one of said 
upper and lower frame members and forward and rearward cross members having a sectional 
profile with a first sectional dimension thereof gre/ater than a second sectional dimension 
thereof, said second sectional dimension being normal to said first sectional dimension. 

77. (Original) An ATV according to claim 71, wherein said engine is disposed 
within said central opening of said support module and is connectable with at least one of said 
lower frame member, said upper frame member, said forward cross member, and said 
rearward cross member. 


78. (Original) An AT 
lower members is bent toward the ojftie 
thereof to thereby provide one of aaid 


[ccording to claim 71, wherein one of said upper and 
f saidmpper and lower members proximate one end 
Crd and rearward cross members. 


79. (Original) Ah ATV a\g;ording to claim 71, wherein said upper frame 
member is disposed above ana in aligned relation to said lower frame member. 

80. (WithdrawnY An ATV according to claim 71, wherein a portion of said lower 
frame member forward of ysaid support module is bent upwardly from horizontal. 


81. (Withdr^n) An ATV according to claim 80, wherein said portion of said 
lower frame member forward of said support module is bent at an angle between 0° and 17*" 
from horizontal. 
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82. (Withdrawn) An ATV according to 81 , where/In said portion of said lower 
frame member forward of said support module is bent at an single of about 8° from horizontal, 

83. (Original) An ATV according to claim 71 , further comprising a plurality 
of laterally extending connecting members extending ^nerally outwardly from and fixedly 
mounted to said upper frame member. 

84. (Original) An ATV according )/6 claim 71 , further comprising a pair of 
opposing horizontally transversely extending ride^r support structures mounted and extending 
outwardly from respective sides of said lower firame member, said rider support structures 
being constructed and arranged to provide upwardly facing rider support surfaces thereon. 

85. (Original) An ATV acoording to claim 71, wherein said upper frame 
member forms a generally downwardly extending trough portion at a central region thereof, 
said trough portion being configured ana positioned to be closer to said lower frame member 
than regions of said upper member jmjHbfiiately forward and rearward of said trough portion. 


86. (Original) An 
said upper frame member is bent 
frame member to form said forwi 


ac&ording to claim 71, wherein a forward portion of 
^eraliydownwardly and abuts and connects to said lower 
ss member. 


87. (Original) A^V according to claim 71, further comprising a support 

module rearward of said'support module extending between said upper and lower frame 
members and being connected at respective ends thereto. 


88. (Original) / An ATV according to claim 71, wherein said drive system 
includes a rear differential mountable to said support module, said rear differential being 
operatively coupled to said engine via a driveshaft extending therebetween. 


89. (Original) An ATV according to claim 88, wherein said rearward cross 
member defines a horizontally extending opening therein, said driveshaft extending there 
through. 
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90. (Amended) An ATV according to claim 71, wherein said suspension 
system includes a rear suspension pivot structure mounted to c(ne of said first and second 
outboard wheel suspension mounting points adjacent said rearward cross member to be 
disposed within said central opening of said support module. 

91. (Original) An ATV according to claim 90, wherein said suspension 
system further includes a pair of rearward trailing aons, one end of each of said trailing arms 
being pivotably connectable with said rear suspension pivot structure, each of said trailing 
arms extending generally rearwardly from said one end, a second end opposite said one end of 
each trailing arm being connected to a respectiA^ one of said wheel assemblies. 


92. (Original) An ATV according to claim 71, wherein said suspension 
system includes: 

a plurality of a-arm connecting stfuctures mounted to a forward portion of said lower 
member; 


lirlof a-arms having an end portion pivotably 
infg structures of said plurality of a-arm connecting 
extendkig laterally outwardly from said respective a- 
arm connecting structures, each o^ said paiyof a-arms having a second end portion connected 
with a respective one of said wheel asp^mblies. 


a pair of a-arms, each of sai( 
connected to respective a-arm connej 
structures, each of said pair of a-ar 


93. (Withdrawn) f\xi AT v according to claim 7 1 , wherein a rearward portion of 
said lower frame member is tfent generally upwardly and abuts and connects to a rearward 
portion of said upper frame ^ember, thereby forming said rearward cross member. 

94. (Original) / An ATV according to claim 71, wherein said suspension 
system includes a swing arm mounting structure rigidly mounted to said support module 
within said central open/ng adjacent said rearward cross member and said lower frame 
member, 

95. (Original) An ATV according to claim 94, wherein said suspension 
system includes a reejir swing arm pivotably connectable with said swing arm mounting 
structure. 
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96. (Original) An ATV according to claim 95, whepin said swing arm 
mounting structure provides an engine mounting portion, said eijgine being mountable with 
said engine mounting portion. 

97. (Withdrawn) An ATV according to claimy^l, wherein said upper frame 
member includes a plurality of body mounting structures/connected thereto, each of said 
plurality of body mounting structures defining body mounting portions thereon. 

98. (Original) An ATV according toyclaim 71, wherein said suspension 
system includes: 

a plurality of a-arm connecting structure^mounted to a forward portion of said lower 
member; 

a pair of a-arms, each of said pair of a-arms having an end portion pivotably 
connected to respective a-arm connecting stractures of said plurality of a-arm connecting 
structures, each of said pair of a-arms extenaing laterally outwardly from said respective a- 
arm connecting structures, each of said Rw: of a-arms having a second end portion connected 
with a respective one of said wheel as sembljes. 

99. (Original) An AT according to claim 71 , wherein said sectional profile 


is ellipsoidal, said first sectional dir 
sectional dimension being a minors 


nsion b€ing a major axis thereof and said second 
is tHereof. 


100. (Original) Arf ATV according to claim 71, wherein said suspension 
system includes a forward suspiension subsystem and a rearward suspension subsystem. 

101. (Amended) / An ATV according to claim 100, wherein at least one of said 
forward and rearward susp^sion subsystems is [a] fully-independent [type suspension 
subsystem]. 

102. (Amendob) An ATV according to claim 100, wherein at least one of said 
forward and rearward ^spension subsystems is [a] semi-independent [type suspension 
subsystem]. 
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103. (Amended) An ATV according to claim 100, w^ierein at least one of said 
forward and rearward suspension subsystems is [a] non-independent [type suspension 
subsystem]. / 

104. (Original) An ATV according to clairnr 100, wherein at least one of said 
forward and rearward suspension subsystems is connectdble with said lower frame member. 

105. (Original) An ATV according toyclaim 100, wherein said at least one of 
said forward and rearward suspension subsystems is connected to an exterior surface of said 
lower frame member. / 

106. (Original) An ATV according to claim 71, wherein said upper frame 
member defines a generally vertically extending steering column-receiving opening there 
through, said steering system including a s/eering structure disposed above said upper frame 
member and connected to a steering column, said steering column extending from said 
steering structure through said steeringScoIum opening to be connectable with said 
pair of forward wheel assemblies, y Ij 

107. (Original) An MfV comprising: 

a frame including at least smlupnj^ member and a lower member interconnected with 
the upper member to define an Qnw^rccQiv'mg space therebetween, at least one of the upper 
member and the lower memberK^Hkiking essentially of a single beam having a surface with a 
plurality of suspension mountmg R0i(jts; 

at least a front outboard wheel assembly and a rear outboard wheel assembly being 
suspended from said wheel suspension mounting points provided on said surface of one of 
said upper member and saip lower member of the frame; and 

an engine provided in said engine receiving space for powering at least one of said 
wheel assemblies. / 

108. (Original) An ATV according to claim 107, wherein each of the upper and 
lower members consists essentially of a single beam. 
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109. (Amended) An ATV according to claim 108, mrther comprising at least 
one cross member connecting the upper and lower members, l^nat] the at least one cross 
member consisting essentially of a single beam, 

110. (Amended) A frame for an ATV comprising: 
at least an upper member and a lower member interconnected to the upper member to 

define an engine receiving space therebetween, at leasyone of the upper member and the 
lower member consisting essentially of a single beam having a surface; and 

at least one outboard wheel suspension mounting point for a corresponding one of an 
outboard front and rear wheel assembly, the at least one outboard wheel suspension mounting 
point being provided on the surface of one of the upper member and the lower member. 

111. (Amended) An ATV comj^sing: 
an engine; 

a plurality of outboard wheel asseniblies, including at least front and rear pairs of 
wheel assemblies, at least one of the pairs of wheel assemblies being powered by the engine; 

a suspension system operativelm^oupled to each of said wheel assemblies; and 

a frame, said frame includifti 

a support module with a cerf t/al open)ing for receiving the engine, said support module 
including an upper fi-ame member ^nd j/tmver frame member connected to the upper fi-ame 
member, 

at least a portion oftljd^p jiort module comprising one of the upper and lower frame 
members that includes only a s/ngle closed tubular frame member [in lieu of a pair of frame 
members that would normally be provided for said portion of the supporting module];, 

wherein at least the flront pair of wheel assemblies is provided to the lower frame 
member to therebv define an axis of rotation for the wheels, when being steered straight 
ahead, that is positioned rearward of a forward-most portion of the support module . 


112. (Original) An ATV according to claim 111, wherein each of the upper and 
lower members consists essentially of a single beam. 


3036035I_1.DOC 


-20- 


RASIDESCU et al. AWln- No. 09/824,878 


113. (Original) An ATV according to claim 1 further comprising at least 
one cross member connecting the upper and lower member^, the at least one cross member 
consisting essentially of a single beam. 

114. (Original) An ATV according to cl^im 111, wherein at least one of said 
upper and lower frame members has a sectional profile with a first dimension thereof greater 
than a second dimension thereof, said second dimension being normal to said first dimension. 

115. (Original) An ATV accordin^to claim 111, wherein each of the upper and 
lower frame members has a sectional profile wim a first dimension thereof greater than a 
second dimension thereof, said second dimena/on being normal to said first dimension. 


116. (Amended) A frame for ah ATV comprising: 

a support module with a central opening defining an engine receiving space, said 
support module including a first frame rnember and a second frame member connected to the 
first frame member, 

at least a portion of the supporf module comprising one of the first and second frame 
members that includes only a single /losed tubular frame member [in lieu of a pair of frame 
members that would normally be MOvJded for said portion of the supporting module] , and 

a plurality of outboard wliffiL^spension mounting points associated with the support 
module. 



e according to claim 116, wherein at least one of said 
as a sectional profile with a first dimension thereof greater 


117. (Original) 
first and second frame memb)^^ £ 
than a second dimension thereof, said second dimension being normal to said first dimension. 


118. (Original) / A fi^ame according to claim 116, wherein each of the first and 
second frame members Mas a sectional profile with a first dimension thereof greater than a 
second dimension thereof, said second dimension being normal to said first dimension. 

119. (Original) A frame for an ATV comprising: 
a first fram? member; 
a second f/ame member; and 
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at least a first cross member and a second cross member Extending between said first 
and second members to thereby define a closed perimeter witly an engine receiving space 
therein, 

wherein a ratio of a sectional width to a sectional benight of each of the first member, 
the second member, the first cross member, and the second cross member is greater than one. 

120. (Amended) A frame for an ATV comprising: 
a first frame member; 
a second frame member; and 

at least one cross member extending between said first and second frame members to 
thereby define an engine receiving space therein^ 

wherein at least one of the first frame member, the second frame member, and the at 
least one cross member comprises only a single closed tubular structure [in lieu of a pair of 
frame members that would normally be provided] , and 

a plurality of outboard wheel suspension mounting points associated with the closed 
tubular structure. 


121. (Amended) A fr^rii;6|for an ATV comprising: 
a first frame member; 
a second frame member; , 

at least one cross membeV extending between said first and second frame members to 
thereby define an engine receiving; spac^ therein, 

wherein the first frame^e mlz^r, the second frame member, and the at least one cross 
member are disposed substaryfiajyy within a common plane , and 

a plurality of outboayd wheel suspension mounting points associated with at least one 
of the first and second fi-an/e members. 


122. (OriginalY A frame according to claim 121, wherein one of the first and 
second frame membersy4s positioned substantially along a longitudinal centerline of the 
frame. 


30360351 I. DOC 


-22- 


RASIDESCU et al. AfPn. No. 09/824,878 


123. (Original) A frame according to claim 1 2 L; wherein the first member is an 
upper member and the second member is a lower member, dnd the common plane is a vertical 
plane. 


124. (Original) The frame according to claim 121 , wherein the first member is 
a left lateral member and the second member is a ri^t lateral member, and the common plane 
is a horizontal plane. 

125. (Amended) An ATV compri^ng: 
an engine; 

a plurality of outboard wheel assembles, at least one of the outboard wheel 
assemblies being powered by the engine; 

a suspension system operatively ybupled to each of said outboard wheel assemblies; 

and 

a frame comprising: 
a first frame member, 
a second frame member, 
at least one cross membei/extending between said first and second frame members to 
thereby define an engine recAvmg smce therein for receiving the engine, 

er, the second frame member, and the forward and 
ubstantially within a common plane. 


wherein the first fi-am 
rearward cross members are 


126. (Original) 
first and second frame rrvfemb 
the fi'ame. 


An ATV according to claim 125, wherein at least one of the 
is positioned substantially along a longitudinal centerline of 


127. (Orid^nal) An ATV according to claim 125, wherein the first member is an 
upper member andyfhe second member is a lower member, and the common plane is a vertical 
plane. 


128. A Withdrawn) An ATV according to claim 125, wherein the first member is a 
left lateral member and the second member is a right lateral member, and the common plane 
is a horizon/al plane. 
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Please add the following new claims 129-136: 

merein at least one of the first and 
Lcludes a pivot axis substantially parallel 

130. (New) An ATV according to clafim 23, wherein at least one of the first and 
second outboard wheel suspension mounting points includes a pivot axis substantially parallel 
to the longitudinal centerline of the frame. / 

131. (New) A frame according to claim 50, wherein at least one of the first and 
second outboard wheel suspension moimting points includes a pivot axis substantially parallel 
to at least one of the first and second longitudinal frame members. 

132. (New) An ATV according to claim 71, wherein at least one of the first and 
second outboard wheel suspension mounting points includes a pivot axis substantially parallel 
to at least one of the upper and/lower longitudinal frame members. 

133. (New) An pJyV according to claim 107, wherein at least one of the plurahty 
of outboard wheel suspension mounting points includes a pivot axis which is substantially 
longitudinal. / 

134. (New) A. frame according to claim 110, wherein the at least one outboard 
wheel suspension mounting point includes a pivot axis which is substantially longitudinal. 

135. (N/ew) A frame according to claim 1, wherein the first and second fi-ame 
members definem^rward-most and rearward-most portions, and at least one of the first and 
second outboara wheel suspension mounting points is structured to define a wheel rotation 
axis positions between the forward-most and rearward-most portions. 


jLj^y^ 129. (New) A frame according to claim 1, 
second outboard wheel suspension mounting points 
to the longitudinal centerline of the frame. 
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136. (New) An ATV according to elaim 23, wherein the upper and lower frame 
members define forward-most and rearward-most portions, and at least one of the first and 
second outboard wheel suspension moiling points is structured to define a wheel rotation 
axis positioned between the forward/most and rearward-most portions. 
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